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ethical point of view, is often far in advance of his 'cultured'
fellow-citizen; and that higher form of modesty and natural-
ness, the result of the spiritual growth of an individual,
who, during his intellectual evolution, has already left the
egocentric stage of the rnind behind him.
What applied to individuals, I concluded, applied also
to nations, and the Austrian people were a classical example
of this truth, for the well-known naturalness and tin-
pretentiousness of the Austrian belong to that higher category
of modesty which is the spiritual residue of two millenniums
of civilization.
The Chancellor looked at me, and I think he was moved;
not so much perhaps by what 1 said, as by my heartfelt
sincerity of which he was conscious.
I then suggested an adjournment to the* next room, where
coffee was served, and as soon as the waiters had withdrawn,
Chancellor Dollfuss gave us a detailed programmatic state-
ment, having first requested me to translate his words sentence
by sentence into English.
He reviewed the political, social and economic problems
of Austria, and pointed out that the poverty-stricken liule
country had managed to balance its budget and stabilize
its rate of currency. He then declared at some length that
Austria's independence was the unalterable doctrine of his
government. Through the maintenance of her independence,
Austria was doing not only herself, but the whole of Europe
and possibly the whole world a service; for in view of her
specific culture and tradition and her achievement* in art
and science, she presented an important .spiritual rallying*
point in the centre of Europe, for which the future possibly
reserved a new cultural mission.
Dr Dollfuss then went on to speak of National Socialism,
and declared quite openly and in no uncertain terms that
his country would never of her own free will submit to a
movement or a regime which was propagated from outside
and was diametrically opposed to the Austrian temperament*